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PREFACE

Databases are a crucial part of nearly all computer-based business systems. Some read-
ers of this book may be considering introducing databases into their routine work. Others
may have to actually develop real database-based business systems. The database is the
technology that supports these systems behind the scenes, and its true nature is difficult to
understand.

This book is designed so that readers will be able to learn the basics about databases
through a manga story. At the end of each chapter, practice exercises are provided for con-
firmation and expanding the knowledge you've obtained. Each chapter is designed so that
readers can gain an understanding of database technology while confirming how much they
understand the contents.

The structure of this book is as follows.

Chapter 1 describes why we use databases. Why is a database necessary? What kind of
difficulties will you have if you do not use a database? You will learn the background infor-
mation that using a database requires.

Chapter 2 provides basic terminology. You'll learn about various database models and
other terms relating to databases.

Chapter 3 explains how to design a database, specifically, a relational database, the
most common kind.

Chapter 4 covers SQL, a language used to manage relational databases. Using SQL
allows you to easily manage your data.

Chapter 5 explains the structure of the database system. Since a database is a system
through which many people share data, you will learn how it can do so safely.

Chapter 6 provides descriptions of database applications. You'll learn how Web-based
and other types of database systems are used.

This book was published thanks to the joint efforts of many people: Shoko Azuma for
cartoons, TREND-PRO for production. and Ohmsha for planning, editing, and marketing. |
extend my deep gratitude to all those concerned.

| hope that this book is helpful to all readers.

MANA TAKAHASHI
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OPFEN THIS BOOK,
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HOW RUDE! .
I'M TICO. ~»

I'M A FAIRY.
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THIS BOOK HAS
SUPERNATURAL
POWERS TO HELP
THE PEOPLE WHO
OPENED IT USE THE
KNOWLEDGE...

OUT OF THE
BOOK?

-
,
} o

A
7D
WA

- ) N
-3

S0..YOU'RE
GOING TO
HELP US?

WHAT 15 A DATABASE? q





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































