Foreword
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Note: For those of you already familiar with Conan's extended pastiche adventures, a fairly complete and entertaining synopsis of Conan's life and times entitled Conan the Indestructible is also included in .doc format as written by L. Sprague de Camp in 1984.

I have done the unthinkable.

Or at least, that's what many of Robert E. Howard's fanatical readers would have you believe.

This collection of digitised Conan literature is different from any other on the internet today for one sacrilegious reason: it mixes the original Howard works with pastiches in the chronological order of Conan's life according to the newly created Karlsson Chronology, an exhaustive modified version of the William Galen Gray model which encompasses every Conan work ever published.

For those of you who are unaware of the controversy surrounding this issue, a short history lesson is required, though I am neither old enough nor wise enough to offer you more than a brief skimming.

Robert Ervin Howard (1906 – 1936) was an American author who wrote pulp fiction in the heyday of Weird Tales and other serial publications. Along with his contemporaries Clark Ashton Smith and H. P. Lovecraft, Howard went about creating what is widely considered the greatest short fantasy ever written. He then proceeded to tragically commit suicide upon the passing of his mother into a coma she was unlikely to wake from.

The tales of Conan may well have been relegated to the annals of history at this point, were it not for the controversial actions of a writer called Lyon Sprague de Camp (1907 – 2000), who was instrumental in the revival of Sword and Sorcery during the 50's and 60's.

L. Sprague de Camp's questionable motivations helped put together a number of volumes for Gnome Press while also presiding over the chief editing duties of Björn Nyberg's pastiche, The Return of Conan, later republished as Conan the Avenger. This became the first pastiche of Conan the Barbarian ever written. 

It wasn't until the late 60's that the true revival began though.

Teamed up with the legendary fantasy artist Frank Frazetta (1928 – 2010) and editor/collaborator Lin Carter (1930 – 1988), de Camp, who was now fully in control of Howard's works, released a trade paperback simply titled Conan, through Lancer Books.

Thus began the 12-volume 'super-seller' series featuring a mixture of Robert E. Howard's work side-by-side with de Camp, Carter and Nyberg's own stories in chronological order, which was continued in spite of Lancer's bankruptcy, by Ace Books. 

With Frazetta presenting the definitive imagery of Howard's pulpy hero and de Camp and Carter's combined attempts at fleshing out his back-story, the series ensured that Conan and Howard would have their place in fantasy history and also released the majority of Howard's Conan tales, albeit in altered form.

The controversy surrounding this series in particular involved the liberties that de Camp took with the original text presented to him. Often he has been criticised for editing the text to appease political correctness and unnecessarily changing the language to make it worthy of publication in his eyes. Similar offenders such as Donald Grant continued this process well into the 2000's with Gollancz's own Conan compendiums. When the original versions of the texts were finally released they proved superior in the eyes of most to almost all the edits.

In a series of blog posts titled 'The de Camp controversy', The Robert E. Howard United Press Association paints a fascinating picture of the man and makes a strong case for Howard purists and their original versions, now published by Del Rey books in the order that Howard wrote them. (e-books of the Del Rey versions are included here.)

Howard's more vocal fans and purist editors such as Karl Edward Wagner (1945 – 1994), who himself was marginalised by de Camp and actively prevented from creating superior writings of the barbarian, deplore de Camp's usage of chronological order as Howard did not originally write them that way. Conan's stories were intentionally meant to stand alone irrespective of their time period and did not require an interwoven chronology. Howard himself likened it in letters to an old warrior re-telling fragments of his life from memory.

The works of Carter, de Camp and Nyberg are almost universally seen as inferior to Howard's original tales, with the hero often rather damningly renamed by critics to Spragnan or Björnan in order to differentiate him from the original Conan.

While there is no renaming involved here, each short story will be credited with both its title and author so that the reader need not speculate as to who is writing what.

L. Sprague de Camp's greatest crime in the eyes of many was his re-writing of original works from Howard outside of Conan to transform them into Conan tales. In a sense this collection is canonising his Conanising, in-so-far as there is a canon beyond Howard's original tales. A subject which in itself is open to much debate.

Personally I consider this the extended canon and ultimately definitive adventures of Conan as seen by de Camp and his co-conspirators. Your mileage may vary.

Where possible in this volume, the original versions of Howard's work have been used, with alterations by myself restricted to formatting/language/grammar and de Camp's changes only added where they are deemed to improve or extend a fragmented story. Note from Hostral: aside from the story fragments which can be found in the Del Rey's, all of Howard's completed originals are included here except for The Black Stranger (also in the Del Rey editions), which has been replaced with The Treasure of Tranicos. (Donald Grant and de Camp's edited Howard tales are included as The Conan Chronicles volumes 1 and 2 in this collection)

In addition to the Lancer/Ace paperbacks, the Bantam and Ace Maroto editions of De Camp, Carter and Nyberg's work are also included.

This collection was originally meant to include de Camp and Howard-related Conan but is now additionally supplemented with the critically acclaimed Sphere editions of Conan written by fantasy masters Karl Edward Wagner, Poul Anderson and Andrew J. Offutt. The complete Tor publications from various authors such as Robert Jordan and John Maddox Roberts are also included.

Non-canonical movie tie-ins such as Conan the Destroyer and Conan the Barbarian by Robert Jordan, L. Sprague de Camp and Lin Carter are also present. As is the non-canonical Conan the Bold by John Maddox Roberts, however Conan the Barbarian by Michael A. Stackpole intentionally fits with Howard's canon and is included to provide an alternative and superior origin story.
Conan and the Spider God has a minor edit in order to fit with canon, the change of both Conan's pseudonym and father's name from Nial to Corin. The same edit has been made to Conan of Venarium, which inexplicably called Conan's father Mordec.

Also included are the poems about Conan's last words by Lin Carter and Cimmeria by Robert E. Howard. Excluded are the Age of Conan books, which feature fleeting appearances from Conan but are largely unrelated to his adventures.

The last missing Conan books are mostly untranslated from their original Polish and Russian and have not been chronologically verified, a future project for any aspiring collectors no doubt.

A large chunk of Tor's back catalogue appears here in digital format for the first time anywhere.

Try as I might to prevent this, there will be a number of typographical and line errors throughout the millions of hand-scanned words of this volume as the files have been acquired from various sources. You have been warned. Feel free to proof them yourself and upload an edited version of any or all parts of this work.

Further edits include changing all chapters to the Roman numerals that Howard originally used, and removing all titles in block capitals to provide a degree of standardisation.

I welcome anybody to convert and/or edit this file as they see fit, however they come across it. That includes removing this foreword if they wish!

Don't ask me how many months it took me to create this, I've since lost count.

My meagre words cannot possibly sum up the multitudinous number of writers and scholars that have written or spoken about the subject of Conan's adventures, the largest fantasy series in history.

May Crom, Mitra or whatever pagan Gods you worship watch over your deeds, and judge you accordingly.

Reading Order
Hostral
Conan is considered by many experts to be the largest fantasy series of all time, so you can 

imagine it's pretty daunting having ALL of it to read.

Where in Mitra's name do you begin?

Well first of all, not all of these are books. There are a number of volumes that comprise of 

short stories to wet your feet in so let's have a look at your options.

You could theoretically read it in the chronological order of Conan's life, but doing so would mean you'd have to make it through the bulk of Steve Perry's work before hitting any of the original Howard works. That's not a great introduction to Conan, trust me. For anybody looking to do that there's a list at the bottom of this document.

Unlike most things in life, when it comes to Conan the original is actually the best. Robert 

E. Howard's vision of Conan is definitive, so much so that many readers refuse to touch 

anything that wasn't written by him about Conan. This is why this compendium was released in 

the first place, due to the increasingly rare nature of the out-of-print work that had yet to 

be digitised at this point.

The definitive collection of Robert E. Howard's original Conan stories are the Del Rey published editions, they are as follows:

The Coming of Conan the Cimmerian

The Bloody Crown of Conan

The Conquering Sword of Conan
These contain the unedited and original versions of Robert E. Howard's work presented in the order he wrote them and including the fragments and drafts that cannot be found anywhere else as extras. The formatting of the e-books has been preserved and differs considerably from my own.

The Phoenix on the Sword is the first short story written about Conan, but my personal favourite introductory story would be The Tower of the Elephant which is set early in Conan's career rather than late. It's short, easy to read and gives you a good idea of our barbarian protagonist. It can be found in the volume entitled 'Conan' or the beginning of 'The Coming of Conan the Cimmerian'.

Howard's stories are designed to be read in any order, they can be read chronologically or at 

random. You can continue reading Howard's works alone or attempt to read Conan's adventures in chronological order alongside De Camp, Carter and Nyberg's efforts:

Conan

Conan of Cimmeria 

Conan and the Spider God (after The Curse of the Monolith, no Howard)

Conan the Freebooter

Conan the Wanderer

Conan the Adventurer

Conan the Buccaneer (no Howard)

Conan the Warrior

Conan the Usurper

Conan the Liberator

Conan the Conqueror

Conan the Avenger (no Howard)

Conan of Aquilonia (no Howard)

Conan of the Isles (no Howard)

The versions of these books are compiled by me and enhanced by featuring Howard's unedited stories from Del Rey in place of de Camp's altered versions, save for a few formatting changes. They also include all the posthumous 'collaborations' by De Camp, Carter and Howard. These consist of non-Conan Howard works re-written as Howard works and the aforementioned fragments and drafts fleshed out into short stories.

Finally, included is the contents of Conan the Swordsman in chronological order with the other tales as was intended but impossible to implement by de Camp at the time. The stand-alone volume is also included for the sake of completion.

The above tales are in chronological order of Conan's life, and serve as a great introduction to the series.

After exhausting Howard's work all that is left is pastiche full-length novels by other authors. Opinion varies wildly on the quality of these writers. Instead of listing individual works I will list their names from best to worst in my opinion:

Wagner (author of the excellent Kane series)

Hocking

Roberts

Jordan (author of The Wheel of Time)

Stackpole (respected pastiche author)

Anderson (author of The Broken Sword amongst many others)

de Camp/Carter

Offutt

Moore

Nyberg

Green

Carpenter

Perry

Turtledove
Works to watch out for (aka awful books) are Conan the Gladiator by Leonard Carpenter, Conan 

and the Mists of Doom by Roland Green, Conan of Venarium by Harry Turtledove (a decent book 

but clearly not Conan), Conan and the Spider God and Conan the Liberator by L.Sprague de Camp & Lin Carter (not awful, but not great by any means) and ALL Conan books by Steve Perry except for the relatively decent Conan the Defiant and Conan the Fearless.

If you are really committed to reading the entire saga in the correct chronological order, duds and all, this list is as definitive as it gets:

Note: titles in quotations are short stories that can be read in order by following the Howard/de Camp/Carter/Nyberg list above. Titles of original Howard works may vary.
Cimmeria (Poem)

Conan the Barbarian (Stackpole version, first 17 chapters)

"Legions of the Dead"

"The Thing in the Crypt"

Conan the Defiant

Conan the Hunter

Conan the Indomitable

Conan the Free Lance

Conan the Formidable

"The Tower of the Elephant"

Conan and the Sorcerer

Conan the Mercenary

Conan: The Sword of Skelos

Conan the Outcast

Conan the Magnificent

Conan the Invincible

"The Hall of the Dead"

Conan the Fearless

"The God in the Bowl"

Conan the Warlord

"Rogues in the House"

Conan the Victorious

Conan the Unconquered

"The Hand of Nergal"

"The City of Skulls"

Conan the Hero

"The People of the Summit"

"The Curse of the Monolith"

Conan the Valiant

Conan and the Spider God

"The Blood-Stained God"

Conan the Valorous

"The Frost Giant's Daughter"

"The Lair of the Ice Worm"

Conan the Relentless

Conan the Savage

Conan the Defender

Conan the Triumphant

Conan the Guardian

"Queen of the Black Coast" (chapter 1)

Conan the Rebel

"Queen of the Black Coast" (remaining chapters)

Conan at the Demon's Gate

"The Vale of Lost Women"

"The Castle of Terror"

"The Snout in the Dark"

Conan the Gladiator

Conan and the Emerald Lotus

Conan the Barbarian (Stackpole version, remaining chapters)

"Hawks Over Shem"

"Black Colossus"

"Shadows in the Dark"

Conan: The Road of Kings

Conan the Renegade

"Shadows in the Moonlight"

Conan of the Red Brotherhood

Conan, Scourge of the Bloody Coast

Conan the Champion

"The Road of the Eagles"

"A Witch Shall be Born"

"Black Tears"

Conan and the Manhunters

"Shadows in Zamboula"

Conan the Raider

"The Star of Khorala"

Conan and the Death Lord of Thanza

Conan and the Amazon

"The Devil in Iron"

"The Flame Knife"

Conan and the Shaman's Curse

"The People of the Black Circle"

Conan the Marauder

Conan and the Mists of Doom

"The Slithering Shadow"

"Drums of Tombalku"

"The Gem in the Tower"

Conan and the Grim Grey God

"The Pool of the Black One"

Conan the Buccaneer

"Red Nails"

Conan and the Gods of the Mountain

"Jewels of Gwahlur"

"The Ivory Goddess"

Conan and the Treasure of Python

Conan, Lord of the Black River

Conan the Rogue

"Beyond the Black River"

"Moon of Blood"

"The Treasure of Tranicos"

"Wolves Beyond the Border"

Conan the Liberator

"The Phoenix on the Sword"

"The Scarlet Citadel"

Conan the Conqueror

Conan the Avenger

Conan the Great

"The Witch of the Mists"

"Black Sphinx of Nebthu"

"Red Moon of Zembabwei"

"Shadows in the Skull"

Conan of the Isles

The Death-Song of Conan of Cimmerian (Poem)
In addition to this list, the following works do not fit into the above chronology and are seen as apocryphal or alternative accounts:

Conan the Barbarian (de Camp & Carter movie adaptation)

Conan the Bold

Conan the Destroyer (Jordan movie adaptation)
Last but not least are the altered versions of Conan tales by L. Sprague de Camp and Donald M. Grant, these are included here as follows:

The Conan Chronicles Volume I: The People of the Black Circle
The Conan Chronicles Volume II: The Hour of the Dragon
The formatting on these books is suspect and they are only included for completion's sake.

There's also a new Conan movie on the horizon as of writing this. This may 

cause an additional Conan movie novelisation that hasn't been written yet. If this occurs and 

renders the collection incomplete then it's most likely Arnie's Conan and not chronologically 

valid. If however the novel allows it to be it will probably fit somewhere between Conan the 

Great and Conan of the Isles, depending on whether Conan's son is born yet.

So with that out of the way, happy reading!
